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Introduction to VEDIT

VEDIT is an editor designed to take full advantage of a CRT
display to make your word processing and program development editing
as fast and easy as possible, VEDIT's Visual Mode offers +true "What
you see is what you get" type editing, which continuously displays a
region of your file on the screen and allows any changes made to ‘the
screen display to become the changes in the file. You change the
screen display by moving the displayed cursor to any place in the file
and then typing in new text or typing an edit <function key. These
insertions, deletions and corrections are immediately seen on the
screen and become the changes to the file.

You can also perform the common word processing operations of
wrapping words at the end of lines and formatting paragraphs between
right and left margins. It is easy to print any portion of the text
being worked on. Horizontal scrolling allows editing of very long
lines. Ten scratchpad buffers may be wused for extensive "cut and
paste" operations. Powerful search and selective replace operations
simplify editing. Other features, such as automatic indenting for
structured programming languages, simplify and enhance progranm
development editing.

VEDIT also provides a very flexible and powerful Command Mode,
which serves the dual purpose of separating the less commonly used
functions from the Visual Mode and of making VEDIT a text oriented
programming language. Repetitive editing operations can be performed,
blocks of text may be copied or moved within the current file and
other files in an almost unlimited manner. The extensive file
handling allows multiple files to be edited, split and merged, other
files to be viewed and specified portions of other files to be
extracted. The command macro capability allows complex editing tasks
to be performed automatically. Example of such tasks include numerous
search/replace operations on multiple files and source code
translations. The command macros can be saved on disk for future
use., On line help is available.

You can edit files of virtually any size with little concern over
the actual size of the files. You can also recover from common disk
write errors, such as running out of disk space, by deleting files or
inserting another disk.

Since so many different hardware configurations, keyboards,
editing applications and personal preferences exist, VEDIT is supplied
with a customization (installation) program in order to let users
create versions of VEDIT which are most suitable to their hardware,
keyboard, applications and preferences.

CP/M and MP/M are registered trademark of Digital Research, Inc.
MSDOS is a trademark of Microsoft, Inc.
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Getting Started

Installation

We supply ready to run versions of VEDIT for some computers such
as the IBM Personal Computer, IBM Displaywriter, Apple II, Zenith Z100
and all TRS-80 Models. Otherwise, before you can begin wusing the
editor, you will have to go through the customization process
described in Appendix A. Most users with ready to run versions will
also want to perform the customization after becoming familiar with
VEDIT. While many parameters can be customized, the menu driven
operation allows you to 1limit your attention to a subset of these
parameters. In fact, if you are using a CRT terminal and are content
to initially use the default keyboard layout (see Appendix F), you
only need to select your CRT terminal in order to create a ready +to
use version of VEDIT. (See "Quick Customization" in Appendix A.)
Since the customization process does not destroy or alter the
"prototype" editor files on disk, but rather creates a new file with
your customized editor in it, you may go through the process as often
as you like, As you gain experience with VEDIT you will probably
perform the customization several times until you get everything just
right.

Using this Manual

This manual 1is organized into six main sections. The first
section describes some basic editing concepts and then introduces the
main features of VEDIT and the modes of operation. The second section
is a tutorial on the use of VEDIT. The third section covers several
moderately technical topics, particularly the text registers and
automatic disk buffering. The fourth section describes the Visual
Mode in detail, while the fifth section is a detailed description of
the Command Mode. The last section contains appendices of the
customization process, a reference guide of the commands, a
description of the error messages and the index. Your manual may also
contain customization notes and keyboard layouts for the many
computers VEDIT supports. If so, we recommend that you place those
pages which apply to you in a clear plastic protector and file the
remaining pages away.

. This introductory section also includes a "Sample First Edit
Session" to familiarize you with the most basic aspects of using
VEDIT. After performing this sample edit session you are best off +to
at least skim the "Overall Description" in order to get an overview of
the capabilities of VEDIT.

Trying out the editor while reading the tutorial section is the
best way to gain a working familiarity with most features. The
tutorial includes how to invoke and exit VEDIT, and perform the most
common editing operations. It also covers some of the file handling,
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including splitting and merging files and what to do if you
accidentally run out of disk space. The +tutorial section 1is task
oriented. Given an editing operation you wish +to perform, this
section describes which function keys or commands to use to perform
the operation. The tutorial should give you enough expertise to use
VEDIT very productively.

VEDIT's primary editing mode "Visual Mode" should always be
learned first. The Visual (full screen) Mode is easy enough to use
that it can be learned by experimenting with the various edit
functions, as 1long as no important files are accidentally altered.
The new VEDIT user will have no need for the more complicated "Command
Mode", except to exit the editor.

Once you have had some practice with the Visual Mode of VEDIT,
you will then want to try out the Command Mode. The Command Mode is
definitely not as easy to use as the Visual Mode and more references
to this manual will be necessary. However, most basic editing can be
done entirely in the Visual Mode, and the Command Mode can be learned
gradually as the need arises. Also, the tutorial introduces the most
used commands of this mode.

While you will typically spend 99% of your time in the Visual
Mode and only 1% in the Command Mode, this manual deals extensively
with the Command Mode. This is appropriate, because the Visual Mode
is exceptionally easy to learn and use. A little experimentation is
the Dbest teacher. The Command Mode, because of its  powerful
capabilities, is more complex, and more difficult to learn. This
manual, therefore, describes this mode in detail with many examples.
The large Command Mode section of the manual is intended for the
serious command mode user.

The most complex aspect of the Command Mode are the "macros"
which can perform repetitive and automated editing operations. Macros
are in effect text oriented "programs", which can be developed and
saved on disk for later re-use. One type of useful macro is the
auto=startup file which can be used to setup programmable function
keys on a CRT terminal.

MUCH OF THE COMMAND MODE IS INTENDED AS A "TEXT ORIENTED
PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE". YOU SHOULD NOT FEEL COMPELLED TO UNDERSTAND

ANY PART OF THIS MODE, NOT DESCRIBED IN THE TUTORIALS, UNTIL YOU ARE
QUITE FAMILIAR WITH VEDIT.

We hope that you will enjoy using VEDIT and its many features.
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Sample "First" Edit Session

This sample edit session assumes that you have customized VEDIT
for your computer system or received a ready to run version. It also
assumes that VEDIT is in the file VEDIT.COM (or VEDIT.CMD for CP/M-86)
on Drive A: of your computer.

In this edit session you will create a short file with the name
of "SAMPLE.TXT", which you can subsequently type out from the
operating system.

To create this sample file invoke VEDIT with the command:
A>VEDIT SAMPLE.TXT

After a short pause in which VEDIT is loaded from disk, it will
briefly display the message:

NEW FILE

This indicates that a new file is being created and not an existing
one being edited. VEDIT will then clear the screen and position the
"cursor" in the upper left hand corner of the screen. A row of
dashes, called the "Status Line" will appear at the bottom of the
screen, The status line will display the line and column number for
the cursor and the file name, in this case "LINE: 1 - COL: 1" and
"SAMPLE.TXT". Having the status 1line on the bottom screen line
indicates that you are in the "Visual Mode" of VEDIT, in which you can
perform full screen editing.

You can now begin to +type some text which will appear on the
screen and will eventually be made into a file. Type in the following
text by typing the RETURN key at the end of each line.

Bach simply awed the professional musicians

who met or just observed him. Their descriptions
indicate that Bach, at the head of an orchestra,
was a conductor very much like the great
conductors of today.

Altering your text

While typing in the text you can make corrections by using the
BACKSPACE key which will move the cursor left and delete the character
there. The most important aspect of VEDIT is, of course, that you can
easily edit text after it has been typed in. The first step in
editing is to position the cursor at the text which needs changing.
Although VEDIT has many cursor movement keys, you can get by for now
using just the four basic movements UP, DOWN, RIGHT and LEFT. Check
your keyboard layout sheet to see what control codes or keys are wused
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	0001
	0002
	0003
	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158
	159
	160
	161
	162
	163
	164
	165
	166
	167
	168
	169
	170
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181
	182
	183
	184
	185
	186
	187
	188
	189
	190
	191
	192
	193
	194
	195
	196
	197
	198
	199
	200
	201
	202
	203
	204
	205
	206
	207
	208
	209
	210
	211
	212
	213
	214
	215
	216
	217
	218
	219
	220
	221
	223
	224
	225
	226
	227
	228
	229
	230
	231
	232
	233
	234
	235
	236
	237
	238
	239
	240
	241
	242
	243

